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History of DEA
(2022 Marks 90 years)

From the beginning in 1932, when Dorothy Norman Cropper taught ballroom, Dance Educators of America
stated, “We exist for the educational purposes of our members.” Thousands of men and women members have
shared and furthered their love and knowledge of Dance with each other and their students.

Throughout the years, membership requirements have been a big part of the “Educational Process” of Dance
Educators. The code of ethics ensures that our members are held to a higher standard of business practices and
it is still part of membership requirements. The principles that Dance Educators was founded on are still in
place, updated to keep pace with the changing times. Our membership is steadily increasing.  Members
benefit from the educational opportunities that are provided at the workshop classes and competitions that
stress good sportsmanship and training.  Dance Educators will never lose sight that we must “Put Education
Before Competition.”

The outstanding faculty that Dance Educators use during workshops has been selected because in every sense
of the word they are "Educators First.” Each one of them crave and drive to leave their imprint on the next
generation of dancers. Our goal is to help teachers, reinforce their guidance and give them other sources
needed to help their students become “the best they can be” at whatever they choose to do.

Dance. Educate. Inspire.



CODE OF ETHICS | Dance Educators of America

A Member of Dance Educators of America shall refrain from attempts to procure the services of a full time
employee or staff member of or another school, unless such action is agreeable to the employer.

A Member employed by a school or institution shall not withdraw his services without giving ample notice.

A Member employed full time by a school or institution shall not accept other employment unless such action
is agreeable to his present employer.

A Member shall not dismiss an employee without first giving ample notice or equitable severance pay.

A Member shall not discredit malign, or in any way cast reflections on the professional standing of another
school or teacher, nor shall they countenance such actions by those in their employ.

A Member shall refrain from making false claims.

A Member shall not, through personal contact by himself or his representatives, attempt to entice students
from another school or institution.

All Members should keep DEA's "Standard of Excellence" by attending one (1) Regional Workshop (free for
Members) each year.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP | By becoming a Dance Educators of America, Inc. member you can save
your studio money on Music License fees for ASCAP, BMI, and SESAC. Your studio and students receive
reduced rates on our workshops, competitions, Intensives, and Advance Teacher Certification; receive
scholarships to our workshops and Intensives; eligible to audition for college scholarships and our Charles
“Chuck” Kelley $10,000 College Scholarship. As a Dance Educators of America member teacher, you are a
“Certified Member” of a world-renowned dance organization. You and the studio you represent are granted the
right to advertise and display that you are a certified member of Dance Educators of America, Inc.



Below are requirements for membership and benefits you receive by being a Dance Educators of America, Inc.
member. You can become a member of Dance Educators of America, Inc. by having anyone of the following
and paying your first-year membership dues.

● Pass a Dance Educators Membership examination in either tap, jazz, ballet, acrobatic or modern.  We
will send you the test; it is an open book test, just like taking a college course online.

● Be a current member in good standing of a major dance organization that requires a dance examination
for membership such as DMA.

● Have a college degree in dance.

BENEFITS | For Dance Educator of America Inc. Members are…
● Music License fees discount, up to 50%, on music licensing fees with ASCAP, BMI and SESAC, when

you pay their fees through Dance Educators of America, Inc.
● Eligible for a cash rebate on competition fees at both the Dance Educators of America, Inc. Regional

and National competitions.
● Member teacher workshop classes are free at both the Dance Educators Regional and National

Convention.
● Member teacher students receive reduced rates at both the Dance Educators Regional and National

Conventions and Competitions.
● At our annual Musical Theatre Intensive, member teacher students receive a reduction on the Intensive

fee, plus they are eligible for scholarships to the Intensive at our workshops.
● Member teacher students receiving a high gold or platinum medal for a solo routine at one of the

regional competitions are eligible to participate in the prestigious “Dance Educator of America, Inc. Title
Competitions” held at our National Conventions and Competitions.

● Members are eligible for advice and protection against false advertising of neighboring dance schools,
with access to the Dance Educators office and its advisers.

BALLET MEDALLION PROGRAM | Dance Educators of America, INC. Ballet Medallion Program
Dance Educators of America has an ongoing commitment to principles of proper dance training for all
students. The Dance Educators of America Ballet Medallion Program is an example of this commitment. This
program is a diverse curriculum that encompasses all aspects of proper ballet training. Yearly examinations
are administered to acknowledge the proficiency of the student at six levels of training. As educators, it is
important to support the technical development of our students. DEA’s medallion testing program enables
DEA Certified Teachers and DEA Certified Members in good standing, a useful tool to use within the dance
studio to promote proper ballet training. Whether your students are recreational dancers, competitive dancers
or pursuing a professional career, the program is an educational model to set the standard of proper training
for each level. All levels have age-appropriate guidelines and dance materials. Silver Bar offers fundamental
awareness and provides an excellent foundation in which to build a ballet education. After moving through
each level, a Gold Medal dancer will have mastered the applied application and theory of proper technique.
It is the intent of Dance Educators of America to provide the teacher with the best possible tools in which to
train the ballet dancer as well as give the students a sense of pride in their accomplishments, of mastering each
level. Ballet is a broad discipline, and the training is very specific. This program was designed by ballet
masters who will remain involved and invested in the success of your students. Member teachers receive
personalized and constructive feedback on their methodology and the participating students receive feedback
on their technique and artistry. The Dance Educators of America Ballet Medallion Program is a perfect partner
to help studios optimize the interest and talents of their students.



BENEFITS | For Dance Educator of America Inc. Studio Owners are…
Your studio has a ballet curriculum to follow. Dancers are examined for progress which enables you to show
dancers and parents the student’s yearly progress. Each ballet level allows studios to incorporate appropriate
incentives for yearly tuition. Teachers receive an overall analysis of each level being examined. Specific
attention is given to the technical aspects of training while still giving emphasis to artist expression. What is
the benefit to the students? A sense of accomplishment with each skill level completed. Students receive
written critiques of his/her proficiency from the examiner outlining overall progress. A certificate of
completion for each level examination the student takes and passes.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS | Charles “Chuck “Kelley Scholarship
Dance Educators of America Inc. is proud to award the “Charles “Chuck” Kelley Scholarship” ® in the
amount of $10,000.00. Beginning in July of 2018 and continuing annually thereafter, the “Charles “Chuck”
Kelley Scholarship” ® will be awarded at the Dance Educators of America Inc. National Convention and
Competition. This scholarship will be paid directly to the university, college or conservatory where the
recipient is registered to attend and pursue a degree in a performance based major, dance or musical theatre.
The recipient can be reimbursed by Dance Educators of America Inc. for approved study related expenses,
provided proper documentation is submitted to Dance Educators of America, Inc. in a timely fashion. The
Scholarship will be paid over 4 semesters in $2,500 increments and must be used within four (4) years after
receiving the scholarships. Students auditioning for the scholarship will be adjudicated in Ballet,
Contemporary and Jazz classes, all of which will be considered as part of the final determination. The
Adjudication panel for the audition classes will consist of representatives from the universities, colleges and
Dance Educators of America Inc. National Convention and Competition from their institutions.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS | Dean College Scholarship
Dean College will be offering five (5) scholarships for dancers to train in Franklin, MA at the Palladino
School of Dance at Dean College. They will offer (2) $20,000.00, (1) $18,500.00, (1) $17,000.00, (1)
$15,000.00. The college offers classes in ballet, pointe, tap, jazz, modern, hip hop, contemporary, theater,
improvisation, ballroom and Pilates. Unique two- and four-year programs allow students to train, perform,
choreograph, teach, intern and learn the ins and outs of the dance industry by our world-renowned faculty. For
more information on the program and faculty please visit Dean.edu/dance Prospective dancers will be
monitored throughout the week in workshop classes, competition and will be adjudicated in all of the audition
classes. Dancers who are interested must send a headshot and resume to Todd Shanks, tshanks@dean.edu with the
subject.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS | Troy University
Troy’s BFA in Dance, offers a three-prong curriculum. The program encourages dancers to develop
performance strengths in all areas of dance and prepares them for the future of their choice. Troy University’s
Department of Theatre and Dance Expanded Trojan Opportunities Scholarship gives performing arts student
recipients the opportunity to attend Troy University as an in-state student, eliminating out-of-state tuition. The
dollar amount is equal to the existing out-of-state portion tuition. The scholarship totals $39,000 for four (4)
years. Troy University will be offering five (5) Dance Scholarships and five (5) Musical Theatre Scholarships.
Students auditioning for the Dance Scholarships will be adjudicated in all of the audition classes by a
representative from the Troy University’s Department of Theatre and Dance ETO and will be monitored
throughout the Dance Educators of America, Inc. National Convention and Competition in workshop classes
and competitions to determine the recipients. The Musical Theatre Scholarships will be awarded based on
Dance Educators of America, Inc. Musical Theatre Camp classes and Showcase performance. A
representative from Troy University’s Department of Theatre and Dance ETO will monitor and award these
scholarships. Receiving these scholarships is contingent upon your acceptance to the university and meeting
the ETO scholarship requirements.

http://www.dancedea.com/s/ReasonstoJoinDEA-Revised2020.pdf
http://www.dancedea.com/s/ReasonstoJoinDEA-Revised2020.pdf
http://www.dancedea.com/s/ReasonstoJoinDEA-Revised2020.pdf
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COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS | Pace University
The Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in Commercial Dance in the Pace School of Performing Arts is the only one
of its kind in New York City offering comprehensive dance training that bridges the gap between classical
dance technique and the professional world of commercial dance. The Commercial Dance major blends the
highest quality of dance and theater training preparing students for diverse careers on stage, television, film,
and the entertainment industry. Commercial Dance students train with leading professionals in ballet, jazz,
modern, theater dance, tap, contemporary, hip hop, and aerial work as well as acting, singing and Technical
Theatre. Pace University will offer scholarships to their Fall Intensive at the Dyson College of Arts and
Sciences New York City, NY. They may also offer artistic acceptance to the Commercial Dance Program upon
academic acceptance into the university. Scholarship monies are determined by the university after academic
acceptance to the university.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS | Pointe Park
Nationally recognized as one of the top 10 dance training programs in the country, Point Park University’s
Conservatory of Performing Art’s dance program offers a B.A. and B.F.A. in dance. Students take classes in
all technique areas (ballet, jazz, and modern), regardless of their area of concentrations, as well as a wide
spectrum of classes including character, tap, pointe, pas de deux, male technique, contemporary partnering,
composition, history of dance, African, hip- hop, ballroom, improvisation, choreography, and dance
entrepreneurship designed to create the total artist. Point Park University is an accredited member of the
National Association of Schools of Dance.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS | University of Buffalo
A $1000 scholarship will be granted to a DEA Auditionee upon acceptance to UB Dance. Additional UB
Scholarships are contingent upon academic acceptance to the University at Buffalo.University at Buffalo (UB)
is a premier, research-intensive public university dedicated to excellence in research, scholarship and creative
activities. The UB DANCE PROGRAM is a nurturing and challenging artistic community where “Versatility
Matters.” Housed on the UB’s North Campus in the Department of Theatre and Dance, degree programs
include: BA Dance, BFA Dance, and MFA Dance. We value education fueled by stimulating professional
performing and teaching experiences that support students in a variety of career paths in the professional
world of dance and beyond. All programs include comprehensive training in ballet, modern, jazz, theatre
dance and tap, along with coursework in choreography, pedagogy, somatic practices, movement analysis,
history, criticism and research. Learning within conservatory style courses and grounded in the liberal arts,
students acquire the essential skills for performance, effective communication, collaborative problem-solving,
and critical perspective in an increasingly diverse and interconnected world. The Department’s production
season of fully produced dance concerts, musicals, plays, and experimental performance work is integral to
the training of new artists, and provides an essential cultural resource for the larger campus community.
Theatre and Dance not only prepares UB students for professional careers in the performing arts, but also
fosters thoughtful individuals prepared to engage in the global discussions of the 21st century.
For more information on UB Dance go to the UB Theatre and Dance website:
https://arts-sciences.buffalo.edu/theatre-dance/about/theatre-dance-ub.html
Email: td-theatredance@buffalo.edu




